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Director and Producer

Mitty Griffis Mirrer 

Mitty Griffis Mirrer is an independent documentary filmmaker, award winning journalist and military survivor who has spent the past decade gathering the voices of widows, widowers and children of war from two generations.

In 1997, Mirrer earned a Regional Edward R Murrow for her documentary series on her own family’s journey to Vietnam. Through the documentary series, Mirrer began to understand the loss of not knowing her Marine father, William A. Griffis III, who was killed in Vietnam in1970.  More importantly, Mirrer began to understand the greater impact on her life of never talking about his life or his death.  

The inspiration for GOLD STAR CHILDREN came when Mirrer volunteered as a mentor to a child whose father was killed while serving In Iraq.  She recognized the needs of this child and all of the children who have lost a parent to war. 

Mirrer produced and directed GOLD STAR CHILDREN. 

GOLD STAR CHILDREN follows the parallel journeys of two generations: today’s war orphans, and the now-adult children whose fathers were killed in the Vietnam War.  Together in this film, two generations of Gold Star children grieve, love and hope.  

Mirrer also founded Gold Star Children, a non-profit, to use film and interactive media to raise awareness for children who have lost a parent to war.  

PRODUCTION TEAM BIOS

RICHARD L. HARRIS – Contributing Producer and writer

For four decades, Richard L. Harris has been engaged in journalism from covering Watergate in the summer of 1973 for his hometown newspaper outside Boston to his role as Senior Producer/Narrator of the PBS documentary Guns in America in February 2013.  His work on the PBS AFTER NEWTOWN series follows his role as Contributing Producer and writer for the 2012 documentary Gold Star Children. 

Harris also served three seasons as Managing Editor of Inside E Street, a nationally distributed public television program, funded by AARP, focusing on issues affecting the 50+. For that broadcast, Harris produced the weekly segment “One More Thing” on how technology is impacting older Americans.

During a 19-year association with Ted Koppel as Senior Producer of ABC NEWS Nightline, Harris produced Town Meetings between Israelis and Palestinians in Jerusalem and between Blacks and Whites in South Africa.  Harris discovered the story of Morrie Schwartz, the retired professor dying of Lou Gehrig’s disease, who wanted to teach the world about living and dying.  That led to a series of Koppel interviews, which inspired Mitch Albom’s bestselling book Tuesdays with Morrie and the made-for-TV movie and stage play of the same name. While at ABC NEWS, Harris also served as Senior Producer for This Week with George Stephanopoulos and as Senior Producer of UpClose, featuring longform interviews with a range of public figures, including Elie Wiesel and Archbishop Desmond Tutu and David Letterman. 

Harris collaborated with Ted Koppel at the Discovery Channel on a Town Meeting on the collision between national security and civil liberties in the post-9/11 world.  

Harris had two stints at National Public Radio, most recently as Interim Managing Editor and as Director of Afternoon News Programming where he supervised  All Things Considered, Talk of the Nation and Tell Me More from 2006-2009 and as Broadcast Producer of All Things Considered as well as news anchor, substitute host and director from 1978-1985. 

Harris has received 14 National Emmy Awards, as well as a George Foster Peabody Award and Columbia-DuPont Award for his work on Nightline. 

He is a volunteer at the News Literacy Project, where he teaches high school students about the dangers of digital information gathering.
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ROGER M. RICHARDS - Photographer and editor

Roger M. Richards' work has ranged from coverage of the White House in Washington, DC to conflict zones around the world, including El Salvador, Colombia, the US invasion of Panama, Haiti, and the breakup of Yugoslavia.
He has produced and directed several films, including “A Walk with Ghosts” about the Srebrenica genocide, and “Mississippi Drug War Blues: The case of Cory Maye”, which he co-directed with Paul Feine.  His films have been shown at several film festivals and he won a Best Short Documentary prize at the 2009 Oxford Film Festival for “Mississippi Drug War Blues”.

Richards was Senior Producer with The Drew Carey Project at ReasonTV from December 2007 to November 2009. Prior to ReasonTV, Richards was Multimedia Editor/Producer, photo editor and staff photographer for The Virginian-Pilot newspaper in Norfolk, Virginia from 2001 to 2007. He is a former Associated Press photo bureau chief in Bogotá, Colombia, and a staff photographer at the Washington Times in Washington, DC, from 1997-2000. 
Richards is the recipient of numerous awards in film, photography, multimedia and picture editing, from Pictures of the Year International, the National Press Photographers’ Association, the White House News Photographers’ Association, American Society of Magazine Editors, Society of Newspaper Design, Society of Professional Journalists and the Virginia News Photographers Association. He was twice nominated for the Pulitzer Prize, in 1990 and 2008.

His publication credits include TIME, Newsweek, New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, Wall Street Journal, USA Today, International Herald Tribune, GEO, Fortune, Forbes, Paris-Match, Stern, Der Spiegel, Le Monde, Le Figaro and Sunday Times of London.

SAM AMEEN PHOTOGRAPHER - Photographer (Shot most of the Cierra Footage) 

Samuel Ameen is an Emmy nominated Director of Photography for features, documentaries, commercials and TV.  His independent features have been seen in acclaimed film festivals, including: Sundance, Taos and Berlin. Ameen shot commercials for several major clients, such as: Adidas, Air National Guard, Disney, Mattel, Herbal Life and Mopar.
He garnered both Cine Gold Eagles and Silver Screen Awards for his work on "War-Zone ER" which chronicled critically wounded soldiers in Iraq. In 2010 he was deployed to Southern Afghanistan as a combat cameraman where he documented the both ground and air operations in that aor.  Sam received his MFA in cinematography from the American Film Institute.
JULIE LEWIS - Editor 

Julie Lewis is an Emmy Award Winning independent video editor based in Providence, Rhode Island with over 30 years of news and documentary production experience. Julie joined CNN at its startup and continued through 1986 as White House Field Producer / Editor. Julie worked as Staff Editor for CBS Evening News, “60 Minutes”, the Moscow bureau, and “Sunday Morning with Charles Kuralt / Charles Osgood.” Her work has aired on WGBH, The History Channel, HBO and MTV and it has been broadcast nationwide. 
Nick Quested – Executive Producer
Nick Quested serves as an Executive Director of Goldcrest Films, founded in 1977. Nick Quested serves as a Member of Board of Advisors at Big Jake Music Inc. Nick Quested directed over 100 music videos for world renowned artists Sting, Dr. Dre, P.Diddy, Shaq, Master P, Trick Daddy and Trina, as well as the feature documentary Voice of a Nation starring Ice Cube and Chuck D. Nick Quested is a graduate of NYU's Tisch School of the Arts.
