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LOSING A PARENT TO WAR: NEW DOCUMENTARY FILM 

EXAMINES LOSS ACROSS TWO GENERATIONS

Inspiring film goes on sale and is available 
for digital download on Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2013 

Children grieving deaths of Dads in Vietnam 
and today’s conflicts connect for healing
The death of a parent impacts the life of a child forever. A new hour-long documentary film, “GOLD STAR CHILDREN: Two Generations Sharing Loss and Healing” takes an intimate look at American children who’ve lost a parent to war across two generations.
The film follows the parallel journeys of two generations of grieving children – recent war orphans who’ve lost parents serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, Bosnia and here at home, with the now adult children who lost parents serving in Vietnam.
This touching and hopeful film brings together the voices of today, with historical context, giving meaning and shape to how America understands those who pay the ultimate sacrifice in service to their country through the voices of the children and families they leave behind.

The term “gold star” children is based on the pin presented by the military at military funerals to the families of fallen troops. Viewers will watch as children cry, laugh and share their experiences across two generations and find hope and healing.
The isolation carried by now adult children who lost a parent in Vietnam, and their struggle to understand the deaths of their fathers in a war that most Americans did not want to fight, is explored. At the same time, children who lost parents in today’s conflicts face a public that support the troops but feel like others can’t relate to their experiences as bereaved children.
They find help and support with the Vietnam-era survivors featured in the film and through nonprofit organizations like Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) and Snowball Express that work to bring these two generations of gold star children together. TAPS also offers a Good Grief Camp for children grieving the death of a service member that provided extensive access to filmmakers over the years.
The hour-long documentary film was created by Mitty Griffis Mirrer, of Providence, Rhode Island. Mirrer’s father, US Marine CAPT William A. Griffis, III, died in the Vietnam War hours after her birth. Her prior films include a documentary series on her own family’s journey to Vietnam in 1997. The series aired nationally on Tribune broadcasting stations.
“GOLD STAR CHILDREN: Two Generations Sharing Loss and Healing” will be shown at the following film festivals and screenings in upcoming weeks:
- San Diego Film Festival – October 5, 2013 – 12-year-old Cierra Becker and army widow Crystal Becker who appear in the film will attend the screening with filmmaker Mitty Griffis Mirrer.
- Dixie Film Festival – October 4-6, 2013 – Athens, Ga.
- Heartland Film Festival – October 24-26, 2013 – Indianapolis, In.
- Veteran’s Day Observances Film Screening with Panel Discussion including cast members and filmmaker, Women in Military Service to America Memorial, Arlington, Va.
- New Filmmakers – November 13, 2013 - New York, N.Y.
- U.S. Naval Academy (private screening) – November 14, 2013 – Annapolis, Md. 
- St. Louis International Film Festival – November 22, 2013 – St. Louis, Mo.
- Anchorage Alaska International Film Festival – December – Anchorage, Alaska

“GOLD STAR CHILDREN: Two Generations Sharing Loss and Healing” will air world-wide on the Armed Forces Network and the Pentagon Channel on Veteran’s Day (November 11, 2013).
The film will be available for sale as a digital download on Veteran’s Day (November 11, 2013) at www.goldstarchildren.org. 
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Photo 1: 13-year-old Cierra Becker, who lost her dad in Iraq, with 43-year-old Jennifer Denard, who lost her father in Vietnam, hug a teddy bear and talk the deaths of their fathers 40 years apart at the Vietnam Wall in Washington, D.C. in Gold Star Children, an hour-long documentary film examining the experiences of children who lost parents serving in the U.S. military in two 

Photo 2: Cierra and her 6 –year-old sister Cheyenna Becker in a sharing circle with other mentors and children at A TAPS Good Grief Camp for military bereaved children at Ft Hood Army base in Killeen, Texas.

DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO CLIPS
The trailer and segments from the film are available online at www.golddstarchildren.org. 
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