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SUBJECT BIOS

CIERRA, CHEYENNA, AND CRYSTAL BECKER (Texas)
Cierra Becker was 7 years old when two men in uniform came to her door. Her mother, Crystal Becker, says Cierra understood what was happening before anyone said a word. The men came to tell the Beckers, US Army Staff Sergeant Shane R. Becker- Cierra's father - was killed in Baghdad, Iraq. 

Crystal and her daughters - Cierra and Cheyenna - moved from their home on a military base in Alaska shortly after Sergeant Becker's death.

At first, Cierra felt alone and wondered if she and her sister were the only ones to lose a parent to war.

Now, Cierra is part of a younger generation of gold star children. 
JENNIFER DENARD (Naples, Florida)
Jennifer Denard grew up in the aftermath of the Vietnam War.  Jennifer was almost two years old when her father, Captain William A. Branch was killed in action in Vietnam. 

Jennifer says "I was paralyzed to discuss him as I knew nothing about his service, and in those days Vietnam was a volatile subject. Gold Star children were taught to be quiet about the loss. Our mothers had only the model of widowhood left by Jackie Kennedy. So they put on a veil and they tried to be quiet. ”

Jennifer was an adult before she met other children who had lost a parent to the Vietnam War.  

As the apathy of our country toward a new war became apparent, a new generation of young children began to take their places in the Gold Star family network.  As Jennifer watched history repeat itself, she began to reach out to our nation’s newest children of war and became involved in TAPS with other gold star children from the Vietnam era.
GENERAL GEORGE W. CASEY, JR, US ARMY (RET.) (Washington, DC)
General George W. Casey, Jr, US Army (RET.) is a gold star children and the son of George William Casey, the decorated Major General who commanded the 1st Cavalry Division and died in the Vietnam War.  From April 2007 to 2011, General Casey served as the 36th Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army.  On the home front, General Casey has been an advocate for military families, and providing long term support for survivors of the fallen.
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YOLANDA ACEVEDO (Annandale, Virginia)
Yolanda Acevedo was 7-years-old when her father US Army Corporal Jose L Montes was killed in Vietnam.  Today, Yolanda is the mother of two boys, who are also gold star children. 

Yolanda's husband, US Navy Commander Joe Acevedo, died while serving in the Persian Gulf with the 5th Fleet. Yolanda uses her experience as a gold star child to help her own children cope with the loss of their father.

TINA, TESS, AND TATE BRACY (San Antonio, Texas)
Tate, age 9 and Tess, age 13 are gold star children. Their father, US Air Force Captain Todd Bracy, died in a plane crash in Albania while supporting a joint training mission with the Albanian military.  Tate and Tess have found comfort in connecting with other children who have experienced similar loss in the military through TAPS.

BONNIE CARROLL (Arlington, Virginia, Anchorage, Alaska)
Bonnie Carroll is a military widow. She is also the President and Founder of the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS).  
Ms. Carroll currently serves on the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Advisory Committee on Disability Compensation, the Board of Directors of the Association of Death Education and Counseling, the Department of Defense (DOD) Military Family Readiness Council and she recently co-chaired the DOD Task Force on the Prevention of Suicide in the Armed Forces.

JEANETTE CHERVONY (Costa Mesa, California)

Jeanette Chervony's father, US Army SGT Eddie E Chervony, was killed in Vietnam in 1968. He died while rescuing six men on the battlefield. Today, she devotes her time to SDIT.  Jeanette mentors children of today’s wars, who have lost a parent in the military, through TAPS and Snowball Express.

TONY CORDERO (San Diego, California)
Tony Cordero is one of five gold star children left behind when his father, Air Force Major Bill Cordero, died during the Vietnam War. 

Twenty five years ago, Tony began establishing 'Sons and Daughters In Touch', (SDIT) - a support and advocacy group for the 20,000+ gold star children who lost their fathers in Southeast Asia. SDIT and its members have forged partnerships with Veterans Service Organizations; served as mentors for younger gold star children; advocated for recognition of all gold star family members; supported the resolution of POW/MIA cases; and lead a historic two-week journey to Vietnam in 2003. 
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GIDEON, KATHRYN, C.L., AND MALIA FRY (Lorena, Texas)
US Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Fry, was killed in Iraq while trying to defuse a roadside bomb; it was a week before he was scheduled to return home to his family in 2006. 

He leaves behind three gold star children: C.L., age 10, Gideon, age 14 and Kathryn, age 16.  
His children find comfort in talking with other children their own ages at TAPS, who have experienced a similar loss.
In memory of her husband Malia Fry, envisioned a national scholarship to assist children of our fallen troops in obtaining college educations. Congress instituted the scholarship, and named it after Gunnery Sergeant John Fry.

Bayleigh, Cameron and Stephanie Dostie (Clarksville, Tennessee) 

Bayleigh was 5-years-old and Cameron was 8-years-old when their dad was killed in action in Iraq in 2005. They appear in the film while attending the TAPS Good Grief Camp and visiting their dad’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery’s section 60 with their mother, Stephanie.

ERIN GALLAGHER (Lynbrook, New York)
Erin Gallagher is a gold star child.  She was 12 years old when her father, Marine Gunnery Sergeant Jim Gallagher committed suicide in 2006, after his return from Iraq.  Erin finds comfort in connecting with other children and adolescents who have experienced similar loss in the military.
COLLEEN SHINE (Arlington, Virginia)
Colleen Shine was 8 years old when her father, Air Force Lt Col Anthony C Shine, was declared missing in action.  Colleen grew up working closely with the National League of POW/MIA Families, a non-profit organization dedicated to the accounting for Americans missing in action or prisoners of the Vietnam War. 

In 1995 Colleen traveled to Vietnam and helped bring home the remains of her father’s crash site.  The family finally buried Lt Col Shine in 1996 in Arlington National Cemetery.

Colleen also helped establish the organization ‘Sons and Daughters In Touch’ for children who have lost a parent to the Vietnam War.  Colleen continues her work for today’s children of war through the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund and TAPS.

Colleen lives in Arlington, VA with her two children.

