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What is Gold Star Children?

Gold Star Children is a documentary film produced and directed by Vietnam War Gold Star child Mitty Mirrer.  Her not-for-profit organization GOLD STAR CHILDREN was established to utilize film and other media to share the experiences of children whose parents have died while serving in the United States military.  This story takes a look at the consequences war from a different perspective. It is a story told by the children, American children.

Why did Mitty make this film?
Mitty Mirrer’s father was killed hours after her birth in 1970.  She and her older sister would not talk about their father’s death or life, until they found themselves in Vietnam 27 years later.  The silent suffering around a war death is a common thread for many children of that generation.  There are approximately 20,000 American children, like Mirrer, who have lost a parent to the Vietnam War.  To date, there are nearly 5,000 American children whose parent has been killed or died while on active duty during the wars in Iraq or Afghanistan.
Mirrer sought to tell a cross-generational story. It is the first time in our nation’s social history that we can compare such different experiences for children of the fallen, and yet so much the same.  
For Mirrer, the hope for empowering today’s children of the fallen is in the teaching, in the understanding.

What is the goal of the documentary?

Mirrer sought to capture the personal journey of dealing with the war death of a parent then and now.  The documentary is told through the eyes of a nine year old girl whose father was killed in Iraq and a 40-year-old woman whose father was killed in Vietnam.  It is in reaching out to today's child that yesterday's children of war are able to grieve, empathize and begin to understand themselves. For Mirrer, the hope for empowering today’s children is in the teaching, in the understanding. Mirrer also seeks to raise awareness and help bridge the disconnect about the gold star family experience for Americans who want and need to know.
What will we see?

GOLD STAR CHIDLREN the film weaves stories together showing the similarities and the differences between children of these two generations, and more importantly, shows they can help each other heal when they come together. 

Over the course of the film, the viewer will see the evolution of this incredible 9-year-old girl. She’s still grief-stricken, but the isolation is gone; vanquished as her mother finds outreach programs. The film is hopeful, after all, there is help. But there is still much to be done for these children...we must find a way to get the information to those who need it. 
For each child in this film, there are hundreds whose stories remain untold, but reflect the same tragedy and heartache. Yet, like the children in the film, they are resilient and strong, growing up to epitomize the very best of America’s spirit of public service and coming together after tragedy. These families understand the heart of America in a way that few others do. They are the faces of war on the home front and their inspiring stories of growth and love after going through trauma and living with loss, deserves to be heard. 

For more information, please contact Mitty Mirrer at mitmat30@aol.com or mm@goldstarfilm.org / 401.323.7475 or Johanna Ramos-Boyer at Johanna@jrbpr.biz / 703.646.513
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